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About

Good writers familiarize themselves with 
available resources.

The Virtual Writing Tutor Revision Strategies 
Card is a resource for ESL writers from 
Bokomaru Publications. It is a companion 
resource to the free VirtualWritingTutor.com
website. 

The map on the left is hyperlinked. Use your 
mouse to click on the section you want to 
review. Hit the space bar to see the next slide 
in that section.
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About

Bokomaru Publications is a micro-publishing 
company based in Montreal, Canada, owned 
and operated by Nicholas Walker and Helen 
Hefter. 

Founded on principles of good pedagogy and 
compassionate service, Bokomaru Publications 
participates in both the gift economy and the 
market economy. By offering both free and 
paid products to the world, we believe that we 
can make a difference.
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Please take the time to familiarize yourself with 
our products, and the range of ways that you 
can be part of the collaborative project that is 
Bokomaru Publications. 

© Bokomaru Publications 2014 4

http://bokomarupublications.com/


1 3

2

4

5
6

Avoidable Errors
1-10 10-16 16-26 26-35 36-44 44-50

Revision Strategies Card
About

What’s with the feet? Boko-maru is a made-up 
word from a Kurt Vonnegut novel called Cat’s 
Cradle. It describes how two seated children at 
either end of a sofa sometimes place the palms 
of their feet against the other’s in a reciprocal 
and collaborative dance.

Boko-maru is therefore a symbol of playfulness, 
trust and collaboration.
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Revision Checklist 

Good writers are systematic in the way they 
plan and review their writing.  

The Revision Checklist provides a systematic 
way to review a text. Simply read down the list, 
checking off each step once you have done it. 
With time, you will internalize this revision 
checklist as an automatic cognitive routine and 
become a better writer in the process.
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Revision Checklist 1-2 
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ESL Power Tools

Productive workers use power tools.  

Technology can assist writers in the review 
process. Take time to familiarize yourself with 
available tools so that you can use them 
effectively. 
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Bilinguals check for false cognates.

Having two languages is a wonderful thing. 
However, it is easy to mistakenly believe that a 
word in one language that looks like a word in 
another language should be used in the same 
way. Often times, they are cognates. 
Sometimes they are false cognates, and a 
different word is needed in its place.  
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Style Guides

Professional writers use style guides.

Depending on your field of study, cite and 
reference your sources in the appropriate style.  
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Commas

Good writers know how to use commas.

There are five kinds of commas and two 
common comma errors. Memorizing these 
seven comma rules will give you greater 
confidence in your punctuation. This is one 
example of where rote memorization is really 
worth the effort.
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The Essayist’s Checklist

Formal writing is a skill that can be taught and 
learned.

The “5-paragraph essay” is a common 
academic writing task in both the first and 
second language. Learning to write a short 
article using this highly formulaic model is 
believed to help learners gain control over, and 
facility with, academic writing.
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© Bokomaru Publications 2014 33



1 3

2

4

5
6

Avoidable Errors
1-10 10-16 16-26 26-35 36-44 44-50

Revision Strategies Card
The Essayist’s Checklist 7a
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Avoidable Errors 1-10

1. Adjective agreement error
2. Adjective form error
3. Adverb error
4. Article and plural noun error
5. Article and uncountable noun
6. Aspect error
7. Auxiliary error
8. Capitalization error
9. Collocation error
10. Comparative adjective error
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Avoidable Errors 10-16

10. (continued) Comparative adjective error
11. Contraction error
12. Conditional error
13. Double negative
14. Double subject
15. Future tense error
16. Gerund error
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16. (continued) Gerund error
17. H epenthesis
18. His or her instead of its
19. Idiomatic expression error
20. Infinitive error
21. Intensifier error
22. Irregular verb form error
23. Its or it is
24. Missing article
25. Missing auxiliary
26. Missing -s
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26. (continued) Missing -s
27. Missing word
28. Modal error
29. Negation error
30. Non-standard phrase
31. One word written as two
32. Past tense error
33. Perfect infinitive error
34. Possessive form error
35. Preposition error
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36. Present Perfect error
37. Pronoun antecedent error
38. Punctuation error
39. Quantifier error
40. Question form
41. Quoted and reported speech
42. Redundant phrase and wordiness error
43. Slang
44. (Common) Spelling Errors
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44. (continued) (Common) Spelling Errors
45. Verb agreement error
46. Tense shift
47. Word choice error
48. Word form error
49. Word order error
50. Your or you’re
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